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The Subway at Zion
The “Subway” is a narrow canyon in the backcountry areas of Zion National Park in Southwestern Utah.
Below the canyon that is known as the subway, one will
ﬁnd a series of waterfalls and cascades that come to life
with color every fall. Around the end of October and the
ﬁrst two weeks of November, Zion reveals its colors to the
world. This is my favorite time to visit this magical place.

As a resource for quality
landscape and nature
photography,
backcountryimages.com
is proud to launch this series of Photo and Travel
Guides to help fellow
photographers discover
new and classic locations.
These guides will provide
accurate and up to date
information, and a sampling of my favorite
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The cool clear waters of North Creek are contrasted against the limestone and sandstone
creek bed. Sunlight does not hit the bottom of
the creek until it is directly overhead at midday.
For most of the morning and a(ernoon the light
bounces of the canyon walls creating subtle
tones of red and orange. The addition of maple
and cottonwood leaves creates photographic
opportunities aplenty.

Hiking and Trailhead Information
The hike into the Subway is a very strenuous one, requiring sturdy boots, plenty of water,
route ﬁnding, and bouldering skills. This is a challenging hike of about ten (10) miles round
trip and is not recommended for photographers out of condition. Permits are required for
entrance into the Subway, allowing a maximum of 50 people per day. Permits can be acquired
by calling (435) 772-0170. Permits must be picked up by 5:00 the day before allowing hikers to
be at the trailhead early to get into the canyon before light reaches the waterfalls.
The Subway is a day use only area. The trailhead for the Subway is actually located outside
the main part of Zion Canyon. The Le( Fork Trailhead is located oﬀ the Kolob Terrace Road,
approximately 8 miles north of Highway 9. The intersection along route 9 is in Virgin, Utah.
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Photography Tips & Information
I prefer to use a wide angle lens (12-24mm) and medium
telephoto (24-120mm) for most of my work in the Subway.
The medium telephoto allows me to crop waterfall
formations, while the wide angle lens allows full views of the
cascades. I use a polarizing ﬁlter to cut through the glare of
the water and to enhance the colors of the leaves and red
stone. A sturdy tripod is a must for the long exposures
required to get that “cotton” feel to the waterfalls. I also
bring a macro lens to capture the colors of the falling leaves.

PAGE 3

